Logical Fallacies

Directions:  Identify the fallacies that occur in the following passages.

1.  Legalizing same-sex marriages will bring a host of problems. First, gay parents will raise gay children. Second, straight marriage will be less meaningful. Third, gay marriage will encourage people to be gay because it will be seen as trendy. And what’s even scarier is that people may even wish to marry their pets. Can you imagine? I can just see it now: “Do you John take Fido to be your wife?” Perish the thought! (Slippery slope / weak analogy) 

Everyone knows that children can never succeed without both male and female role models at home. (Bandwagon) This is why the vast majority of our country opposes same-sex marriage. (False Cause) Just look at the polls. The good citizens of this country don’t want gay marriage to change the foundation of society. (Bandwagon) 

Some people say, “Well, what about Ellen Degeneres? She seems like a nice person. Shouldn’t she get married to her partner?” But Ellen is the last person who should get married. She has no moral values. (Ad hominem) Look at how many violent rappers and drug-addicted actors she has on her show. Can you imagine someone like that raising a family? Heaven forbid it! (Ad hominem)
2.  It’s a plain and simple fact that God exists; I mean, you’d have to be an idiot to think he doesn’t. (Ad hominem)  And I will say “he” when referring to God because only pagans believe in she-gods, and everyone knows pagans are practically Devil worshippers, (Bandwagon / Hasty generalization) and you can’t worship God and the Devil.


 95% of Americans believe in God. (Bandwagon)  This is what makes us the most powerful country in the world. (False Cause)  Those 5% in America who don’t believe in God are hypocrites. (Ad hominem)  I’ll bet they shout, “Oh my god!” when they get scared.  It’s ironic that they call on something that they say doesn’t exist.  It would be like me saying that the Loch Ness monster doesn’t exist and then shouting “Loch Ness!” in a moment of panic. (Weak analogy)
3.  Teenagers are the rudest drivers on the road today.  All the people I come into contact with constantly complain about the way they weave through traffic. (Bandwagon / Hasty generalization)  When at a stop light, everyone within earshot of the boom-pulsing car has to roll up his or her window just to drown out the noise—and that’s exactly what everyone thinks it is—NOISE! (Bandwagon / Red Herring)  None of them know what real music sounds like. (Hasty generalization)  As a result of their loud music, they are too distracted to know how to drive safely. (False Cause)  Because teenagers are unsafe drivers, the law should be changed so that a person has to be 21 before getting his or her driver’s license.  

First of all, if this law is implemented, the number of accidents will dramatically decrease, making the morning commute faster and more smooth for all of us here in Sacramento. (False Cause / Slippery Slope)  Fewer accidents means our insurance rates will drop, which means we will be able to finally afford that trip overseas or an early retirement. (Slippery Slope)  Heck, I could get both my hips replaced at the same time.  But it is not to be, thanks to rude and reckless teenagers. (False Cause / Ad hominem)
